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A Constitution For The United States Of America

By Joanne Campbell
[With comments by Allan Hampton (AH)]

Introduction:

The United States Constitution is a document that was written to grant specified powers to a centralized authority. Any thing, any power, not specified within the Constitution as being granted to this 'federal' government, or specifically denied to the individual States, remains within the authority of the individual States and of the people. In reality, the United States Constitution was written to govern "government(s)" And also in reality, the United States Constitution is the supreme law of the government(s). When the United States, or any one of the States violates the Constitution without reprisal they, for all intents and purposes, make it null and void. [Not exactly correct, criminality cannot change the Constitution, much less void it. (AH)]

The Constitution was not written to control the people, nor to give any rights to the people. It is written to control the centralized government that the people felt they needed in order to defend themselves [not exactly correct, the federal government was created to protect the States (USA), and settle squabbles between the States, and not to protect the People. State government or local police are not the protector of the People either; the people protect themselves and each other (AH))] and their States from foreign influences and invasion, and to dispel certain disagreements between the States. 

All words have meaning. It is often too easy to overlook the meaning of the most simple, most common words in the English language. But without a full understanding of the meaning of the words, within the context of their usage, it is impossible to understand the true intent of any written document. The following pages repeat the complete text of the Constitution along with a study of the words that give it its meaning. It is urgent that every American citizen understand exactly what their centralized government is empowered to do. This Constitution is hanging on a precipice of extreme danger. If we don't reclaim it now, it will be gone forever. 

Benjamin Franklin said the Constitution would be a "blessing to the people if well administered, and (believed) farther that it is likely to be well administered for a course of years, and can only end in Despotism, as other forms have done before it, when the people shall become so corrupted as to need despotic Government, being incapable of any other." (Convention notes of James Madison) 

Of Article 1 Section 9, James Madison wrote, in The Federalist, #44: "--legislative interference is but the first link in a long chain of repetitions; every subsequent interference being naturally produced by the effects of the preceding." Courts of law refer to this as setting a precedent. Once Congress is allowed to usurp the powers that belong to the people or to the States, it is seen as grounds for the next usurpation. 

Apparently his warning applies to the entire Constitution! If we remember this warning as we study just what it is that the United States government is allowed to do, and look at just what it, in all three of its branches is doing, we might understand just what a perilous time it is for our Constitution, and for We The People. 

As you study, remember, the people are granting rights (powers) to a governing body with this Constitution. The governing body does not yet exist. A nonexistent entity has no power, and therefore is incapable of granting rights, or anything else. 

Bold letters indicate the actual words of the Constitution.

Definition Sources: American Heritage Dictionary (Computer version).- Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language.- Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia.- Miracle at Philadelphia.- The Federalist Papers.- The Anti-Federalist Papers and the Constitutional Convention Debates.

The Spirit (real meaning; true intention) of the Constitution: 

The Preamble

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 
* more perfect Union (than the Articles of Confederation, then in existence) 
* establish (to set up; found) 
* justice (fairness) 
* insure (cause confidence in, [not force]) 
* domestic (indigenous to a particular country [these 50 States]) 
* provide (furnish; supply) 
* common (relating to the community as a whole; public) 
* defense (act of defending against attack, danger, or injury) 
* promote (endorse and encourage, [not provide for or give]) 
* general Welfare,(common [not individual] prosperity) 
* secure (guard from danger or risk of loss) 
* Posterity (future generations) 
* ordain (order by virtue of superior authority; decree or enact) 
* Constitution (the system of fundamental laws and principles that prescribes the nature, functions, and limits of a government [note: of a government, not of the people])  [according to Amendment X all delegated powers to the federal government are listed and named in the Constitution. The federal government has no power or authority not listed and named. (AH)]
* for (on behalf of) 

1.. The Preamble to the Constitution, names the parties who are creating the document: We the People of the States who will ratify / approve this Constitution;
2.. Lists the reason for creating the document: 
3.. To form a more perfect union than existed under the Articles of Confederation;
4.. To insure domestic tranquility, or stop the squabbling that was occurring between the States in regards to their individual duties to the Confederacy; 
5.. To provide for the common defense, to allay fears of foreign invasion; 
6.. To promote, the general welfare; and
7.. To secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.
8.. It should be noted, that all of the above causes for restructuring the Confederacy are specifically for the United States of America. There is no provision for any other nation or nation's people, to be the recipients of our generosities or responsibilities; 
9.. Gives the end result of these desires:
10. We the people ordain and establish the Constitution for the United States of America; for the new union; for the new federated "government."
11. NOTE: It is important to remember that the people are recognized as having the superior authority, and the people are agreeing to authorize a defined, limited form of government, not the formation of a new Nation, to perform certain acts on the behalf of the people. The States were to remain 13, (now 50) separate Nation/States. [Even so State legislation repugnant to the Constitution is null and void and no law at all (AH)]
12.. This Constitution makes no demand whatsoever upon an individual, non-government, private citizen.

A Constitution for the United States of America 

Article I 

Section 1

Clause 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 
* All (any whatsoever) 
* legislative (create or pass laws) 
* Powers (ability or official capacity to exercise control; authority) 
* herein (within this document) 
* granted (bestowed; conferred, [by a higher authority, We the People]) 
* shall (an order, a requirement, or an obligation) 
* vested (settled, fixed, or absolute; being without contingency [can not be transferred]) 

1.. That, the first and only sentence of Section 1, is possibly the most important sentence in the Constitution [any government act repugnant or contrary to the Constitution is unconstitutional therefore illegal, null and void. (AH)]; 
2.. Grants to Congress alone, the power to legislate;
3.. Restricts that legislative power to the items, matters and subjects that are granted herein; 
4.. Affirms that a higher authority (We the People) granted that power;
5.. Names the two bodies of representation that are granted legislative authority.
6.. Demands that that authority is vested in the Congress. Vested is permanent; this requirement can not be changed, even by amendment.
7.. As you study the document you will find that Congress is not given the power to transfer to any other person, office or branch of government any power to create laws, including the Executive and Judicial branches of government, and certainly including bureaucratic government creations. [Congress cannot amend much less change the Constitution (AH)]

Section 2

Clause 1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 
* composed (made up) 
* several (separate, distinct, individual) 
* Electors (qualified voters) 
* requisite (required; essential) 
* most numerous (largest membership) 
* State Legislature (the Assembly and Senate, in California) 

1.. The House of Representatives was to be "the people's House", Representatives being elected directly by the people of the district in which they lived and worked.
2.. Sets a two year term limit for representatives. [House Members are directly elected by the People every two years (AH)]
3.. Requires that those who vote for members of the most numerous branch of the State legislature are entitled to vote for representatives to the U.S. House.
4.. The clause does not prevent the State from deciding who its own electors will be.
5.. **See Amendments 15, 19, 24, and 26 for additions and changes to voter qualification. 

Clause 2. No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.
* attained to (reached) 
* an Inhabitant (a permanent resident) 

1.. Limits who may be a Representative in the United States House of Representatives.
2.. ** See Amendment 14, Section 3 for disqualification. 

Clause 3. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included in this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.
* apportioned (divided and assigned) 
* several (separate, distinct, individual) 
* may be included in this Union (those who ratify, or accept the provisions of the Constitution) 
* respective (individual; particular) 
* Numbers (census count) 
* actual (based on fact) 
* Enumeration (determining the number of; count) 
* after the first Meeting (after ratification of the Constitution) 
* subsequent (following) 
* as they (the Congress) 

1.. Requires that the number of representatives and the amount of taxes paid by each of the States depends upon how many people are residents thereof;
2.. Exempts Indians from the census, representation and taxes.
3.. Counts a slave as three-fifths of a person. (10 slaves were to be represented as 6 people) [(for the purpose of taxes and representation in Congress. AH)]
4.. Grants to Congress (the House and Senate) the power to decide the method for taking the census, but demands an actual count every ten years; (the "sampling" or estimated census proposed in the 1998 Congress would have been unconstitutional.)
5.. Spells out the number of Representatives for each possible State until the first census is taken. 

Clause 4. When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.
* the Executive Authority thereof (Governor) 
* Writs (bills) 

1.. Requires the Governor of a State to hold an election to replace retired, or deceased representatives. 

Clause 5. The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.
* shall (an order, requirement, or obligation) 
* the sole (being the only one) 
* Power (ability or official capacity to exercise control; authority) 
* Impeachment (to charge (a public official) with improper conduct in office) 

1.. Grants to the House of Representatives the power to decide who will be their speaker, etc, rather than allowing another branch of government or person or body of persons to decide; At this writing, the House does not require the "speaker" to be an elected Representative. I do not know how or when this miscarriage of justice occurred.
2.. Grants to the House alone, the power and the obligation to bring charges of wrong doing: "impeachment."

Section 3

Clause 1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one vote. 

1.. The Senate was intended to be the "States' House", with Senators chosen by their State's legislature, and representing the general interests of their individual State.
2.. Specifies the number of Senators, and the length of each term (ultimately 6 years);
3.. Gives each Senator one vote in the U.S. Senate. 

Clause 2. Immediately after they are assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.
* Consequence (as a result) 
* vacated (cease to occupy or hold; give up) 
* Recess (temporary cessation of the customary activities) 
* the Executive (Governor) 

1.. Specifies how groups of the Senators will be divided so that one third of the Senate will stand for election every other year;
2.. Requires the State Legislature to fill vacant Senate seats between elections, allowing a Governor to temporarily fill a seat, if the State Legislature is not in session. 

Clause 3. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be the Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.
 * attained to (reached) 
* citizen (a person entitled by birth or naturalization to the protection of a state or nation) 
* the Inhabitant (permanently living or residing in) 

1.. Demands that Senators be at least 30 years old, citizens of the United States for 9 years, and permanently residing in the State to which each is elected to serve.
2.. Under this clause, merely owning a home or property within the State does not qualify one to represent that State in the Senate; physical presence is required.
3.. ** See Amendment 14, Section 3 for disqualification. 

Clause 4. The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided.
* they be equally divided (a vote of the Senate is equally split) 

1.. Appoints the Vice President as president of the Senate;
2.. Grants him no legislative authority except that of a tie breaking vote. 

Clause 5. The Senate shall choose their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.
* pro tempore (temporary, for the time being) 
* exercise (discharge of a duty, function of) 

1.. Grants to the Senate the power to decide who will be their officers, rather than allowing another branch of government or person or body of persons to make the decision. I have not heard whether the Senate requires the "pro tem" president to be a Senator! 

Clause 6. The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.
* Power (authority) 
* try (examine or hear (evidence or a case) by judicial process) 
* Impeachments (charges brought by the House of Representatives against a public official with improper conduct in office) 
* When sitting (in session) 
* Oath or Affirmation (sworn to uphold the Constitution) 
* tried (put on trial) 
* Chief Justice (of the Supreme court) 
* preside (hold the position of authority) 
* be convicted (found guilty) 
* Concurrence (being of the same opinion; agreement) 
* two thirds (a minimum of 34 of the now 100 Senators) 
* the Members present (at hand or in attendance [as opposed to 2/3 of the full membership]) 

1.. Grants to the Senate the power to try charges of impeachment sent to them by the House of Representatives;
2.. Requires the Chief Justice of the United States to preside if the charges are against the President, and demands a guilty vote by two thirds (of a quorum) of the Senators present in order to remove a person from office.
3.. The explanation for Section 5 proves that this would require a minimum of 34 of the 100 Senators to bring a conviction. 

Clause 7. Judgment in cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to law.
* Judgment (determination) 
* extend further than to (result in more than) 
* be liable (legally obligated; responsible) 
* subject to (under the power or authority of) 
* according to law [as any other person would be!] 

1.. Limits the punishment the Senate is allowed to decree on conviction of impeachment to removal from office and forbidding the convicted person from holding any U.S. government office in the future;
2.. Specifically does not exclude the convicted party from being tried and punished according to law, in the courts of this land.
3.. Nothing in this Section allows a U.S. public servant, elected or appointed to be exempted from punishment for violations of any law in any State, Territory, or the Seat of the U.S. government (Washington, District of Columbia).

Section 4

Clause 1. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Place of choosing Senators.
* The Times (dates and hours) 
* be prescribed (determined; decided) 

1.. Reserves to each State the power to decide when, where, and how U.S. Senators and Representatives are chosen, however Congress (both Houses approving) may change the election methods for Representatives and Senators. Some harmony between the States' elections would be necessary.
2.. It does not allow Congress to determine who is allowed to vote in any State, leaving that decision to the States respectively. And since Senators are to be chosen by the legislature, Congress received no power to control the place that legislature will meet.
3.. **Amendment 17 made Senators subject to election by the people, rather than the State Legislatures, leaving State government with virtually no voice in the central government. [(Is the proper purpose of an Amendment to “change” the body of the Constitution? I think not. The proper purpose of an Amendment is to grant the federal government some unforeseen necessary future new power not already delegated. AH)]

Clause 2.The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different Day.

1.. It is obvious that this document did not intend for Congress to be a full time job, if they are required to meet "once in every year"!
2.. **Amendment 20 altered the time of the first yearly meeting, but left Congress the power to legislate a different date.

Section 5

Clause 1. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns, and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide.
* Each House (Senate and House of Representatives) 
* be the Judge (make estimates as to worth, quality, or fitness) 
* the Elections (actual casting of ballots) 
* Returns (vote count) 
* Qualifications (suitability) 
* a Majority of each (now 51 out of 100 Senators and 218 out of 435 Representatives) 
* a Quorum (minimal number of members who must be present) 
* to do (to perform or execute) 
* Business (the functions it has been given the power to do) 
* a smaller Number (less than a majority) 
* adjourn (suspend until a later stated time) 
* be authorized (given permission) 
* compel (force) 
* Penalties (punishments) 
* may provide (but is not required to) 

1.. Grants to each House of Congress the power to determine the validity (legality) of the election of its own membership;
2.. Requires a majority of each to be present to do business, (perform the functions it has been given the power to do), but not for simple day to day adjournment.
3.. Grants to each House the power to force its members to attend each session, and to determine the methods of that force and the punishment if members refuse to attend. 

Clause 2. Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.
* may determine (permitted to decide for itself) 
* Rules of its Proceedings (sequence of events) 
* disorderly (undisciplined; unruly) 
* Concurrence (agreement) 
* two thirds (of the total number, not two-thirds of those present) 
* expel (deprive of membership) 

1.. Grants to each House the power to make its own in house rules, that are not spelled out within the Constitution. (However, rules must not be contrary to specified requirements: For example, decide that fewer than a majority would constitute a quorum.)
2.. It should be noted that Senate rules currently assumes a quorum is present unless verification is requested. And it is very difficult for Senators to get the forum to request that count.
3.. Some treaties have been approved with as few as four or five members present; a clear violation of the demand for a quorum to do business; 
4.. Grants power to punish its members for bad behavior while in session; 
5.. Requires two-thirds of the total membership of that House (not two-thirds of those present) to expel a member. 

Clause 3. Each House shall keep a journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.
* journal (record) 
* Proceedings (business carried on) 
* publish (bring to the public attention; announce) 
* require Secrecy (security of the States, military or militia activities, especially in time of war or insurrection, etc) 
* Yeas and Nays {votes cast) 
* one fifth of those Present (now 11 to 20 Senators and 44 to 87 Representatives, depending upon the number present and forming a quorum, to do business) 

1.. Demands that each House keep records of its proceedings and publish those record in order for the people to know what they are doing;
2.. Exempts from being published those matters that for security reasons would "require secrecy"; 
3.. Requires a recorded vote if one-fifth of those present request the same. 

Clause 4. Neither House, during the Session of congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

1.. Demands that both Houses must agree to adjourn for any period longer than three days or to conduct business in any place other than their normal place of business.

Section 6

Clause 1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony, and Breach of Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place.
* Compensation (recompense [payment in return for something] or reimbursement) 
* to be ascertained (made certain, definite, and precise) 
* Breach (violation) 
* Peace (to observe law and order [respect for established authority]) 
* be privileged (given special advantage, immunity, permission, right, or benefit) 
* in going (traveling) 
* be questioned (examined, interrogated) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to legislate their own compensation.
2.. However Congress was not intended to be a full time job. Congressmen lived and worked among their constituents, and compensation for time lost and expenses required to travel to Washington D.C. was the intent of this provision;
3.. Exempts members of Congress from arrest for minor misdemeanor violations while in session, or while traveling to and from the seat of government.
4.. This does not exempt them from citation for misdemeanors and subsequent punishment, only from arrest that would interfere with their ability to carry out their duties as office holders; 
5.. Exempts Congress from being held liable for anything said during a speech or debate while in session, but does not remove liability for defamation or libel while not in session. 

Clause 2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.
* during the Time (term) 
* civil (pertaining to the people, [appointed, as distinguished from those elected or in the military]) 
* Office (position of authority, duty, or trust) 
* under (subject to) 
* the Authority of (power assigned to) 
* emoluments (payments; compensation) 
* whereof (for that office) 

1.. Forbids members of either House from benefiting from a position that was created, or which was granted an increase in the rate of pay while he was in office; 
2.. Forbids a person from holding another government office while he is a member of Congress. [Attorneys and Lawyers are Officers of the Court – a branch of government – and should be ineligible for another public office. (AH)]

Section 7

Clause 1. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.
* All (any whatsoever) 
* Bills (drafts of proposed laws presented for approval) 
* raising (cause to arise, appear, or exist) 
* Revenue (income of a government from all sources appropriated for the payment of the public expenses) 
* originate (start, begin) 
* may propose (permitted to suggest) 
* concur (agree, cooperate) 
* Amendments (revisions of, additions to, or change) 

1.. Grants to the House of Representatives, alone, the power to write legislation to raise money.
2.. Representatives, being elected by the people, are expected to be closest to the people and informed about the needs and abilities of their State to provide necessary funds.
3.. The Senate may make recommendations, but may not "originate" the law.
4.. The President is not mentioned in this provision, however Article 2 requires the President to "recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall deem necessary and expedient." He is not given the power to offer up a treaty or bill that requires public funding, or to write an entire budget requiring raising revenue for the United States government. [The House controls the purse of the federal government and the People elect House Members every two years. If government is not spending Your Money as you think proper then do not reelect your House Representative. (AH)]

Clause 2. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it , with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless Congress by their adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.
* return (veto) 
* Objections (reasons for opposition; criticism) 
* at large (at length; copiously) 
* two thirds (67 Senators or 290 Representatives) 
* Yeas and Nays (counted votes) 
* adjournment (not in session) 

1.. Demands that every bill (this includes bills to raise revenue) that passes both Houses of Congress be presented to the President for his approval;
2.. Grants to Congress the power to over-ride the President's disapproval by a two-thirds vote (in this case of the full membership, not just those present) of both Houses. (Congress itself has perverted this provision by passing legislation that is in actuality many bills within a bill.)
3.. Congress routinely includes items that have been approved merely to placate a powerful constituent or other member of Congress, knowing that their pet project will be approved, or the entire bill will be rejected. This is what has caused the demand for the line-item veto.
4.. A constitutional amendment would be required to cause the line-item veto to be lawful under the Constitution);
5.. Requires the reasons for Presidential objections to be recorded, and a recorded vote to over-ride vetoes; 
6.. Requires that bills not acted upon by the President become law. 

Clause 3. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representative, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of Bills.
* Order (commissions or instructions) 
* Resolution (formal statements of decisions or expressions of opinion put before or adopted by an assembly) 
* Concurrence (agreement) 
* two thirds of the Senate (67 Senators) 
* two thirds of the House of Representative (290 Representatives) 

1.. Requires orders commissions or instructions, resolutions, and other votes not related to bills, but necessary, be approved by the President or over-ridden, as with bills.

Section 8

Clause 1. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defense and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;
* lay (impose) 
* Duties (tax charged by a government, especially on imports) 
* Imposts (thing imposed) 
* Excises (internal tax imposed on the production, sale, or consumption of a commodity or the use of a service within a country.) 
* common (relating to the public as a whole) 
* Defense (guarding against attack, protection; not foreign peace-keeping campaigns) 
* general (affecting the whole or every member of [the people of the States ratifying the Constitution]) 
* Welfare (prosperity) 
* of the United States (as opposed to foreign nations) 
* be uniform (the same, as in character or degree; unvarying) 
* throughout (in every one of) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to impose and collect taxes for the purpose of paying the debts of the union, and for the common defense and the general welfare of the union [not of the people]; 
2.. Demands equal treatment for all States.
3.. NOTE: No power is granted to tax the people or the States for funds for the United Nations organizations, for any foreign Nation, for public parks, welfare payments, medical treatments, or any of the extremely long list of items that are currently funded by the U.S. Government. 

Clause 2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States;
* credit (reputation for solvency and integrity entitling a person to be trusted in buying or borrowing) 
* of the United States (those States signing on to the Constitution) 
1.. Grants to Congress the power to borrow on the credit of the United States.
2.. NOTE: The States that are united (now 50) can no longer be considered "solvent". The National debt is well over 5 trillion dollars, in 1998. That money is borrowed from a private banking system known as the Federal Reserve. 
3.. Divided equally among the fifty states, the debt is currently well over 100 billion dollars per State. 

Clause 3. To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;
* regulate (control or direct according to rule, principle, or law) 
* Commerce (buying and selling of goods) 
* among (each with the other; between) 
* several (separate, distinct, individual) 

1.. Grants to Congress (not the executive branch) the power to regulate commerce with foreign Nations, between the States and with the Indian tribes.
2.. No power is granted to Congress to interfere in intrastate commerce, only interstate. (Regulating milk prices, etc within a State is not a power granted to congress!
3.. No power is given to Congress to transfer this power to the executive (presidential) branch. Executive Orders and Presidential Decision Directives are not granted by this Constitution.
4.. Since the legislative power was "vested" (Settled, fixed, or absolute; being without contingency; meaning irrevocable) "in a Congress", even a constitutional amendment can not give the President legislative authority.
5.. **See Article 2 for facts concerning a constitutional Presidency. 

Clause 4. To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;
* Naturalization (grant full citizenship to (one of foreign birth)) 
* uniform (conforming to one principle, standard, or rule; consistent) 
* Bankruptcies (legal declarations of financial insolvencies) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to legislate the process whereby immigrants may become citizens.
2.. Does not give Congress the power to force the States to provide funding for the personal welfare of any person, citizen or not.
3.. Grants to Congress the power to legislate the subject of bankruptcies (debtors' insolvencies). The word 'subject' is broad and appears to confer all aspects of bankruptcy legislation (lawmaking) upon Congress. 

Clause 5. To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;
* coin (make, mint or strike) 
* regulate (control) of 
* ix (set or place definitely; establish) 
* Standard (set proportion) 
1.. Grants to Congress the power to coin money and to control its value and,
2.. Set the value of foreign money that comes into the States, and
3.. To establish a standard for weights and measures to be used within the uniteing States. 

Clause 6. To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;
* counterfeiting (make fraudulent copies of something valuable) 
* Securities (things deposited or given as assurance of the fulfillment of an obligation) 

1.. Grants to Congress the Power to create laws to punish counterfeiters of the Securities and Coins of the United States. 

Clause 7. To establish Post Offices and post Roads;
* establish (set up; found) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to establish Post Offices and roads necessary to reach post offices.
2.. This power does not include the power for the federal government to own the roads. That ownership is apparently left to the State in which it/they exist. 
3.. Clause 17 lists the uses for which property may be obtained from a State, and the method for obtaining that property. 

Clause 8. To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;
* promote (further) 
* Progress (development or growth) 
* Useful (having a beneficial [not entertaining] use;) 
* Arts (trade or craft that applies a system of principles and methods in the performance of a set of (beneficial) activities) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to promote the progress of science and the useful arts, by creating what is know as the U.S. patent office.
2.. This power does not extend to financing inventions and discoveries, only to providing a means of protecting the inventor or discoverer from someone else copying a specific invention or discovery for profit, for a limited time.
3.. Institution, in 1965, of the NEA (National Endowment for the Arts), which finances such things as entertainment related arts, was not within this power granted to Congress, and therefore is not constitutional. 

Clause 9. To constitute Tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;
* constitute (set up or establish according to law) 
* Tribunals (courts of justice) 
* inferior (lower in order, degree, or rank) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to create U.S. courts that are inferior to the supreme court. 

Clause 10. To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations;
* define (state the precise meaning of) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to define and punish crimes (piracy and felonies) committed on the high seas, and crimes against the laws of Nations.
2.. This power extends only to crimes committed at sea, and crimes involving foreign Nations; for example, attempts (by citizens or foreign agents) to covertly or forcibly overthrow or subvert our government(s).
3.. Other felonies are left to the States to define and punish, with some constitutional limits and requirements as noted in Article 3, and defined in the Bill of Rights. 

Clause 11. To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;
* Letters of Marque and Reprisal (licenses regarding profits made by captures of foreign goods on the land and waters and the seizure of an enemy's goods or subjects in retaliation for injuries inflicted) 

1.. Grants to Congress (not to the President) the power to declare war.
2.. No power is granted for Congress to transfer this power to any other person or branch of government;
3.. Grants to Congress the power to grant letters of marque and reprisal,
4.. Grants to Congress the power to make rules concerning those captures and punishments. 

Clause 12. To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;
* raise (gather together) 
* support (provide for or maintain, by supplying with money or necessities) 
* Appropriation (authorizing the expenditure) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to raise and support armies, but limits that funding to two years.
2.. No "standing Army" was to exist. 

Clause 13. To provide and maintain a Navy;
* provide (furnish; supply) 
* maintain (keep in existence; sustain) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to provide and maintain a Navy. 
2.. The Navy was (and is) as vital to our security as an air power is today. A full time Air Force would need to be part of the Navy, or a constitutional amendment is required. 

Clause 14. To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;
* the Government (management or administration of an organization) 
* Regulation (controls or directions) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to govern, and to create regulations for, the Army and Navy. 

Clause 15. To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;
* Militia (An army composed of ordinary citizens rather than professional soldiers. A military force that is not part of a regular army and is subject to call for service in an emergency. The whole body of physically fit civilians eligible for military service.) 
* execute (put into effect; carry out) 
* suppress (put an end to forcibly; subdue) 
* Insurrections (revolts against civil authority or a constituted government) 
* repel (ward off or keep away; drive back) 
* Invasions (entrance of an armed force into a territory to conquer) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to provide (furnish; supply) a means to call up the militia from the States to execute the Laws of the Union, and to suppress insurrections and repel invasions.
2.. This civilian militia is for the defense of the individual or united States and constitutional laws, not for invading or peace keeping activities in foreign lands, nor for subjugating citizens.
3.. No federal law enforcement agencies (FBI, BATF) are provided for, concerning policing private citizens. 

Clause 16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;
* organizing (putting together into an orderly, functional, structured whole) 
* arming (supplying necessary weapons) 
* disciplining (training by instruction and practice) 
* governing (exercise authority over) 
* be employed (engaged) 
* reserving (leaving) 
* respectively (individually) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to legislate the financial means and the methods employed for organizing, arming, disciplining, and governing the part of the militia that is called up to serve the United States for any of the reasons set out in Clause 15;
2.. Specifically reserves to the States the duty they already possess of appointing officers for their militias, and conducting the actual training in the manner determined by Congress.
3.. Clauses 12 through 16 differentiate between the US. military (Army and Navy), and the citizen militia.
4.. Each State is required to have its own citizen militia. If this were not so, the States' duty to appoint officers and to train the militia would not be written into the Constitution. 

Clause 17. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such Districts (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; ---And
* exercise (discharge a duty) 
* exclusive (complete; undivided) 
* ten Miles square (100 square miles) 
* by Cession (ceding or surrendering) 
* purchased (bought, with money) 
* by Consent (acceptance or approval) 
* Magazines (places where goods are stored) 
* Arsenals (places for the storing, development, manufacturing, testing, or repairing of arms, ammunition, and other war materiel) 
* dock-Yards (for the Navy) 
* needful (necessary; required) 
* Buildings (quarters for housing military personnel, and other necessary activities granted to the federal government by this Constitution) 

1.. Grants to Congress full authority to make laws concerning what is now Washington D.C.; 
2.. Limits the area of this seat of government to ten miles square (100 square miles);
3.. Grants to Congress sole authority over all places purchased by consent of the legislature of the State in which the property lies;
4.. Federal power to purchase property is limited to that necessary for forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards (for the Navy) and other needful buildings, only. (Needful buildings could include Post Offices)
5.. This power does not include any legislative authority over any State's property, the power to force a State to relinquish property, nor the power to claim (through purchase, or otherwise) for the United States such things as forests, water-ways, mines, etc. 

Clause 18. To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.
* To make all Laws (leaving no legislative authority to any other body) 
* necessary (essential, not frivolous) 
* proper (called for by rules or conventions; correct) 
* carrying into Execution (put into effect; carry out) 
* foregoing (previously [written]) 
* other (additional) 
* vested (settled, fixed) 
* by this Constitution (power must be written within this document) 

1.. This Clause restates Section 1: grants to the Congress the power to make all laws to carry out the powers granted to the Government of the United States or to any department or office of the federal government, by the Constitution.
2.. A legislative power must be written in this document, or Congress has no power to make a law concerning the omitted subject;
3.. Declares that all laws must be necessary and proper (according to the powers granted by the constitution).
4.. Legislation for any place, body of persons, or thing, not granted to the Congress by this Constitution, is not lawful legislation.
5.. Offices, such as the Environmental Protection Agency and the Internal Revenue Service are not given authority to make laws nor to enforce laws, and Congress is not given the power to transfer this authority to any "bureau" or "bureaucrat".

Section 9

Clause 1. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.
* Migration (movement from one country or region to settle in another) 
* Importation (bringing or carrying in from an outside source) 
* such Persons (including slaves) 

1.. Forbids Congress from interfering with the States right to admit persons from other Nations into their State, including slaves, until the year 1808;
2.. Limits that restriction to "States now existing"; the thirteen original States. (This is the only provision that is not extended to "future" States or to territories controlled by Congress.)
3.. Grants to Congress the power to place a tax or duty of up to $10.00 on each person so imported. 

Clause 2. The privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.
* The privilege (special advantage, immunity, right, or benefit enjoyed by an individual) 
* Writ (written order issued by a court) 
* Habeas Corpus (you are to bring the body [to appear before a court before being jailed or punished]) 
* unless (except) 
* when (at the time that) 
* public (affecting the people) 
* Safety (freedom from danger, risk, or injury) 
* require (impose an obligation on; compel, [as opposed to desire]) 

1.. Forbids the U.S. government and its governing agencies or persons (including courts and the military) from suspending the Writ of Habeas Corpus unless for the public safety when there is a rebellion or invasion.
2.. This means that all people retain the right to come before the court, rather than to just be thrown in jail without due process of law, unless a State or the United States is actually experiencing rebellion or invasion and the person so jailed poses a danger to the public at large. Both of the underlined conditions must exist before this provision of Natural Law may be suspended.
3.. This is not a "right" given to the people, it is a protection of a legal right that preexists the Constitution.
4.. Remember, the people are granting rights (powers) to a governing body with this Constitution. The governing body does not yet exist, and so is incapable of granting rights. 

Clause 3. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.
* Bill of Attainder (laws directed against a person or a group that pronounces them guilty of treason or felony and denies recourse to normal legal procedure) 
* ex post facto Law (retroactive laws that have the effect of prejudicing the rights of a person in a criminal proceeding) 

1.. Forbids all Bills of Attainder; 
2.. Forbids ex post facto laws at all times (no exception for times of rebellion or invasion, or for the public safety). 

Clause 4. No capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.
* capitation (payment or fee of a fixed amount per person) 
* or other direct, Tax (economic unit (person or source) that is assigned tax liability bears the full burden of the tax. The personal income tax is a direct tax) 
* herein (in this document) 

1.. Forbids Congress to lay any payment or fee of a fixed amount per person or other direct tax, unless in proportion to the census that is required in Section 2, Clause 3.
2.. States can be taxed by Congress, but there must be equity in taxes for all States that join the union.
3.. A Tax on personal income for individuals would not be dependant upon a "census", and is not allowed. Constitutionally, States can be taxed but individuals can not.
4.. **See Amendment 16 for direct tax changes. 

Clause 5. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

1.. Forbids Congress from taxing articles exported from any State to another State or to a foreign Nation. 

Clause 6. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties to another.
* Preference (priority or special treatment) 

1.. Forbids giving preferences to the ports of one State over another by any regulation of commerce or revenue;
2.. Retains freedom of travel and transportation of goods.
3.. Prohibits States from restricting or charging for interstate activity.
4.. NOTE: Does not grant to Congress the authority to control or restrict private travel of the citizenry; speed limits, etc. 

Clause 7. No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.
* Statement (declaration) 
* Account (precise list or enumeration of financial transactions) 
* Receipts (amount received) 
* all (any whatsoever) 
* public (concerning the people) 

1.. Forbids spending of any money out of the treasury without proper legislative authority (passing a law);
2.. Demands that the financial records of the federal government be published, so the people will know where the money came from and how it is spent.
3.. Do you know where your share of the $5 trillion plus United States debt, or the where the multiple trillions of dollars of revenue actually collected was spent? 

Clause 8. No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States; And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without Consent of the Congress, accept any presents, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or Foreign State.
* Profit (gain or benefit) 
* Trust (custody; care) 
* under them (the United States) 
* presents (gifts) 
* Emolument (money) 
* Office (position of authority, duty) 

1.. Forbids the United States to grant any title of nobility to any person;
2.. Forbids any person holding office under the United States from accepting any gifts, payment or titles from the head of any foreign Nation without consent from Congress.
3.. NOTE: Attorneys claim the title of "Esquire", which identifies a male belonging to the English gentry, ranking directly below a knight! Most U.S. government Officials are attorneys! [Attorneys/Lawyers are Officers of the Court and therefore constitutionally forbidden from simultaneously holding any other public office (AH)]. 

Section 10

Clause 1. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder; ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.
* emit (issue with authority) 
* Bills of Credit (used by importers and exporters to finance the purchase of goods) 
* Bill of Attainder (laws directed against a person or a group that pronounced them guilty of treason or felony and denied recourse to normal legal procedure) 
* ex post facto Law (retroactive laws that have the effect of prejudicing the rights of a person in a criminal proceeding) 
* impairing (diminishing in strength, value, or quality) 
* contracts (agreements between two or more parties, especially one that is written and enforceable by law (legislating bankruptcy laws is granted to Congress)) 

1.. Forbids any State from making treaties or agreements with other Nations; 
2.. Forbids States from granting Letters of Marque and Reprisal (see Section 8, Clause 11) coin money; emit bills of credit;
3.. Forbids States from making anything but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts;
4.. Technically, all States are violating the law of the land by using paper currency that is not backed by silver or gold. Today's paper currency consists of Federal Reserve notes, not backed by precious metals. There has been no amendment changing this provision of the Constitution; 
5.. Prohibits States from passing bills of attainder and ex post facto laws (see Section 9 Clause 3);
6.. Forbids the States from passing laws that impair the obligations of contracts; 
7.. Forbids States from granting titles of nobility. 

Clause 2. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection Laws; and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress.
* net (remaining after all deductions have been made, as for expenses) 
* Produce (resulting product, profit) 

1.. Demands consent from Congress before any State may tax imports or exports, except those necessary for paying a State's inspection laws;
2.. Any duty or imposed fee that Congress allows the State to charge is to be for the use of the United States treasury (States can not profit from taxing imports and exports);
3.. Grants to Congress the power to revise and control all laws a State may pass regarding fees for imports or exports. 

Clause 3. No State Shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.
* duty of Tonnage (charge per ton on cargo, as at a port) 
* Troops (a standing army) 
* imminent (about to occur; impending) 
* admit (afford possibility) 

1.. Forbids States to tax tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in times of peace (these can be stationed or kept where needed in times of war, of course);
2.. Forbids States from entering into any agreement with another State or a foreign power; 
3.. Forbids States from engaging in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger that they can not wait for Congress to declare war.

Article II

1.. Section 1 of this Article has been altered several times, but we need to study this section to understand what the founders intended for the United States, and why it was decided the way it was.
2.. **See Amendments 12, 20, 22, and 25. [(An Amendment is for the purpose of delegating a future before unseen necessary power to the federal government, therefore, is it proper to delegate a power to rescind or nullify a part of the body of the People’s Law, the Constitution? I think not. AH)]

Section 1

Clause 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same term, be elected, as follows:
* executive (the branch of government charged with putting into effect a country's laws and the administering of its functions (not writing laws or determining its functions)) 
* Power (authority) 
* vested (settled, fixed, or absolute; being without contingency) 
* President (an administrator conducts the business of his superior, he may advise a superior, but he does not rule or wield authority over his superior.) 
* Vice President (ranking next below a president, empowered to assume the President's duties under conditions such as absence, illness, or death) 

1.. Declares that the President is the executive (not a legislative) officer of the U.S. government.
2.. This position is "vested", it can not be changed even by amendment.
3.. The administrative powers stated in Section 2, and responsibilities stated in Section 3 of this Article are permanently granted to the President. They can not be transferred (except as stated in the Constitution); they can not be ignored, or rejected by the President.
4.. Again: an administrator conducts the business of his superior, he may advise a superior, but he does not rule or wield authority over his superior.
5.. The terms of both the President and Vice (in place of) President are fixed at four years. 

Clause 2. Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.
* Electors (qualified voters) 
* Office of Trust (position of authority, duty, or trust given to a person; custody; care) 
* Profit (advantageous gain or return; benefit) 

1.. Requires the formation of the "Electoral College", a State's electors being the same number as the total number of Senators and Representatives for that State;
2.. Forbids anyone elected or appointed to a U.S. government office from being an elector. 

Clause 3. The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom at least one shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted; 
* Electors (qualified voters) 
* respective (individual; particular) 
* with themselves (one person voted for must not be from the same State as the Elector) 
* certify (confirm formally as true, accurate, or genuine) 
* transmit (send, convey) 

1.. Requires that each Elector vote for two people,
2.. One person must not be from the same State as the Elector.
3.. Gives directions for delivering the list of votes to be counted. 

Clause 4. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately choose by Ballot one of them for President: and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner choose the President. But in choosing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A Quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall choose from them by Ballot the Vice President.
* majority (50% plus 1 Elector; currently 268) 

1.. Requires a majority vote of Electors (268) to choose the President, and the person who receives the second highest vote to be Vice President; 
2.. Provides that in case of two tying majority votes (impossible, when there is an odd total number (535) of persons in Congress, as there is now), the House of Representatives votes to determine which of the two shall be President.
3.. If no person received a majority of Electors' votes, the House chooses from a list of five who had the most votes, but in this case the vote is by State, with two-thirds of the States (34) being required to be present to vote, and a majority or all the States (26) must agree on the final choice, with the person not chosen for President, having the greatest number of Electoral votes becoming Vice President, with the Senate choosing the Vice President if there are two candidates who have (highest) equal number of votes.
4.. Some States have a "winner take all" of the electors, rule. This appears to be unconstitutional.
5.. No power is given for the President elect to choose his own V.P.
6.. NOTE: Amendment 25 granted a sitting President the power to appoint a vice-president to fill a vacant position.
7.. NOTE: Amendment 23 allowed the District of Columbia to select Electors, and otherwise to participate in the Presidential election, as stated in Amendment 12. This would change the numbers given above.
8.. Also, some "territories" under the Authority of the United States; Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, etc. have delegates to the convention, although no constitutional Amendment exists to allow them the right to participate.
9.. None of these are States, hence none of these is one of the United States, and should not participate. 

Clause 5. The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.
* Time (period designated) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to select the time the Electors for President are chosen, as well as the date they cast their votes. 

Clause 6. No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

1.. Sets citizenship and age requirements for President (Vice President must meet same qualifications). 

Clause 7. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation, or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.
* Devolve (be passed on or delegated to) 

1.. Requires the Vice President to become President, if President is removed from office (for any and all reasons);
2.. Grants to Congress the power to determine, by law, the order of succession if both President and VP die, or are otherwise removed from office. 

Clause 8. The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.
1.. Requires compensation to be paid to the President (only Congress can make laws allowing any monies to be drawn from the treasury, so Congress would set the amount of compensation);
2.. Forbids the President from receiving any other monies or goods from the U.S. treasury or from any of the States during his term(s) in office. 

Clause 9. Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, He shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:- "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."
* faithfully (be consistent with truth or actuality) 
* execute (perform) 
* preserve (keep in perfect or unaltered condition; maintain unchanged) 
* protect (keep from being damaged, attacked, stolen, or injured; guard) 
* defend (to make or keep safe from danger, attack, or harm; to support or maintain) 

1.. Requires the President to lawfully agree to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.
2.. Note: When the President assumes any power or takes any action whatsoever, not granted to him in Sections 2 and 3 of this Article, or specifically granted to him in any part of the Constitution he is violating the law, and is subject to impeachment. [Public Officials that dishonor their Oath of Office commit a crime against every citizen, and perhaps every person of the world. and are therefore criminals (AH)]

Section 2

Clause 1. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several states, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.
* several (individual) 
* Reprieves (postpone or cancel the punishment) 
* Pardons (exempting a convicted person from the penalties of an offense or a crime) 

1.. Makes the President the commander in chief over the U.S. military and over the militia only when it is called into service of the United States;
2.. Gives him no authority over the States' militias unless they are called into actual service.
3.. Allows (may allows, shall mandates) the President to get written opinions from each executive department head, concerning their duties;
4.. Grants to the President the power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the federal government; 
5.. Forbids reprieves or pardons to persons convicted on impeachment, by the Senate. 

Clause 2. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

1.. Grants to the President and the Senate, jointly, the power to make treaties (see note, below);
2.. Requires that two thirds of the Senate present agree. (51 Senators must be present to do business);
3.. Making treaties with the President is a constitutionally created business of the Senate, therefore two-thirds (a minimum of 34 Senators) must agree to make a treaty;
4.. Demands that the President nominate certain officers (whose appointments aren't already provided for in the Constitution) and the judges of the supreme court, but demands that the Senate approve such nominations;
5.. Grants to Congress, not the President, the power to determine which officers and departments are necessary, by legislation;
6.. Grants to Congress the power to (by passing laws) allow other officers to make appointments for inferior offices. (This is the only place where Congress is allowed to transfer a power given to anyone in the Constitution.)
7.. NOTE: Groliers encyclopedia describes a treaty as: a formal agreement that regulates relations between two or more sovereign (-Nations-) (S)tates.(T)reaties may pertain to political matters, such as alliances or the cessation of armed conflict; commerce, such as tariffs or navigation; legal issues, such as extradition or copyright agreements; however, power to legislate commerce (trade) and tariffs (duties) is granted to Congress in Article 1, Section 8. 

Clause 3. The President shall have the Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.
* Recess (temporary cessation of the customary activities) 
* Commissions (authorization by appointment) 

1.. Grants to the President the power to appoint officers of administrative departments, while the Senate is in recess, with the term of such officers ending at the end of the next session of Congress.

Section 3

Clause 1. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information on the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.
* State (condition) 
* the Union (government of the United States of America) 
* expedient (appropriate to a purpose) 
* extraordinary (highly exceptional) 
* proper (suitable; fitting) 
* receive (meet with) 
* Ambassadors (authorized messenger or representative) 
* public (affecting, or of the people) 
* Ministers (high officer of State appointed to head an executive or administrative department of government) 
* Care (close attention; painstaking application) 
* executed (put into effect; carried out) 
* Commission (act of granting certain powers or the authority to carry out a particular task or duty) 

1.. Requires the President to inform Congress of the condition of the Union;
2.. Requires the President to tell Congress if he thinks an action is necessary and appropriate;
3.. Grants to the President the power to call the Houses, or either House of Congress into session in emergency situations;
4.. Grants to the President the power to decide when to adjourn Congress if the two Houses disagree with each other; 
5.. Requires the President to meet with States' officials concerning public business;
6.. Requires the President to rigorously see that all constitutional laws are upheld;
7.. Requires the President to grant authority for officers of the governmental departments to carry out the constitutional laws of the Union, that fall within their province, or duties.
8.. NOTE: Groliers encyclopedia says: The president -- may make executive agreements that do not need Senate approval.
9.. However, this is a power (unconstitutionally) given to him by Congress. Sections 2 and 3 of Article 2 consists of exactly 351 word, which contain the sum total of the powers and responsibilities of the President.
10.. The words, Executive Orders and Presidential Decision Directives, do not appear in this Constitution, nor does any authority for the President to make law, whatsoever.
11.. No authority is given to Congress to grant this authority to the President.

Section 4

Clause 1. The President, Vice President, and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, and other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.
* civil (those not elected to office, or in the military) 
* Treason (betrayal of one's country by waging war against it or by consciously and purposely acting to aid its enemies) 
* Bribery (money or a favor, offered or given to a person in a position of trust to influence that person's views or conduct) 
* high Crimes (felonies) 
* Misdemeanors (bad behavior; misdeeds; offenses less serious than a felony) 

1.. Provides for the President, Vice President and non elected and non military officers, to be removed from office if convicted (by the Senate as required in Article 1, Section 3) on impeachment for improper conduct in office.

Article III 

Section 1

Clause 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.
* judicial (relating to, or proper to courts of law or to the administration of justice) 
* vested (settled, fixed, or absolute; being without contingency) 
* supreme (greatest in power, authority, or rank) 
* inferior (lower in order, degree, or rank) 
* ordain (order by virtue of superior authority) 
* establish (set up; found) 
* good (worthy of respect; honorable) 
* Compensation (counterbalance; satisfactory payment or reparation; reimbursement.) 
* diminished (reduced) 

1.. Creates a system of courts to judge disputes and charges related to the United States,
2.. Does not grant to any court or any justice/judge of any court the power to make laws;
3.. Limits terms of (U.S.) judges only to removal for less than good behavior (not adhering to intent of the Constitution would surely qualify--!);
4.. Grants a compensation to judges (which is set by Congress).

Section 2

Clause 1. The judicial Power shall extend in all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;-- to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;-- to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;-- to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;-- to Controversies between two or more States; between a State and Citizens of another State;-- between Citizens of different States;--between citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.
* -- (and) 
* shall extend (be granted to judicial branch, shall cover; include) 
* Equity (justice applied in circumstances covered by law yet influenced by principles of ethics and fairness; system of jurisprudence supplementing and serving to modify the rigor of common law) 
* arising (resulting from; come into being) 
* under their (the Constitution and the constitutional laws) 

1.. NOTE: Amendment 11 changed or clarified part of this Clause. 

Clause 2. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with the Exception, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.
* Ambassadors (diplomatic officials of the highest rank appointed and accredited [supplied with credentials or authority] as representative in residence by one government or sovereign to another) 
* other public (of the people) 
* Ministers (authorized diplomatic representative of a government) 
* Consuls (officials appointed by a government to reside in a foreign country and represent his or her government's commercial interests and assist its citizens there) 
* original (preceding all others in time; first) 
* Jurisdiction (the right and power to interpret and apply the law) 
* before mentioned (but not in cases not mentioned) 
* appellate (power to hear appeals and to review court decisions) 
* Fact (aspect of a case at law comprising events determined by evidence) 

1.. Describes jurisdiction of supreme and appellate courts; 
2.. Grants to Congress the power to legislate regulations for appellate courts. 

Clause 3. The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

1.. Requires criminal trial to have a jury, (criminal trials can not be adjudicated by a judge);
2.. Change of venue orders moving trials to a different State from where the crime was committed (Oklahoma City bombing trial moved to Denver Colorado, etc.) are unconstitutional under this Clause;
3.. Trials must be tried in the State where they were committed, unless the crime was committed in a State or territory not yet admitted to the Union.
4.. Grants to Congress the power to determine the location of the trial in the latter instance.

Section 3

Clause 1. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.
* adhering to (supporting) 
* overt (observable; not hidden, concealed, or secret) 

1.. Defines Treason;
2.. Provides that confessions given outside of court are not sufficient to convict on charges of treason. 

Clause 2. The Congress shall have the Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attained.
* Attainder of Treason (sentence for a capital offense) 
* shall work (bring about) 
* Corruption (destroy or subvert the honesty or integrity of) 
* of Blood (family; kinship) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to legislate the punishment for treason;
2.. Forbids family members of one convicted of treason from being blamed or punished.

Article IV 

Section 1

Clause 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.
* Faith (belief in the truth, value, or trustworthiness) 
* Credit (confidence) 
* Manner (way) 
* proved (determine the quality of) 
* Effect (result) 

1.. Requires all States to respect the laws of every other State in the Union.
2.. Does not require any State to pass identical or similar laws. For example, if one State allows homosexual marriages and another makes it illegal, both States must respect the rights of the other State to have that law. But the State making it illegal may not punish residents of the other State when traveling in or through the State;
3.. Grants to Congress the power to legislate the procedure for settling disputes, and the procedure for determining the effect of one State's laws on another.

Section 2

Clause 1. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.
* Privileges (special advantages; rights) 
* Immunities (exemptions from duty or legal punishment) 
* several (individual) 

1.. Forbids Congress from making laws giving preferential treatment to any State or States over another or others. 

Clause 2. A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in another State shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.
* executive Authority of the State (Governor) 
* delivered up (extradited) 

1.. **See Article 3, Section 2, Clause 3. 

Clause 3. No Person held to Service or Labor in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labor, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labor may be due.
* held (kept in custody, bound) 
* in Consequence (as a result) 
* discharged (relieved or released) 

1.. Forbids one State from pardoning offenses committed, and the conviction thereof in other States;
2.. Appears to also cover slaves (legal at that time) and indentured servants (contract binding one party into the service of another for a specified term, often used as a means of earning passage to America in the 17th - 19th centuries.)
3.. **See Amendment 13

Section 3

Clause 1. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.
* Junction (act or process of joining) 

1.. No restriction against seceding from the Union is written into the Constitution. Therefore, that remains a right of each State as preserved and declared in Amendment 10. 

Clause 2. The Congress shall have the Power to dispose of and make needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.
* dispose of (settle [conclude, finish]; transfer or part with, as by giving or selling) 
* respecting (concerning) 
* Property belonging to the United States (places owned or controlled by, but not admitted to the Union) 
* construed (interpreted) 
* Prejudice (affect injuriously or detrimentally) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to sell, give, or transfer ownership of property not admitted to the Union, and to otherwise attend to the interests and make laws concerning these areas while in the possession of the United States.

Section 4

Clause 1. The United States shall guarantee to every State in the Union a Republican Form of Government , and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence. 

1.. Requires the union of States to guarantee that every individual State has a Republican form of government (as opposed to any other form, including majority rule democracy);
2.. A Republican form of government is one in which sovereignty rests in those people entitled to elect, either directly or indirectly, representatives who hold office for limited periods of time.

Article V

Clause 1. The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One Thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.
* propose (suggest) 
* necessary (absolutely essential) 
* several (individual) 

1.. Grants to Congress the power to propose [NOT DEMAND] Amendments to the Constitution by a two-thirds vote of each House;
2.. Requires Congress to call a Constitutional convention if two-thirds (34) of the legislatures of the States request one;
3.. (and/or) permits two-thirds of the States to hold their own conventions;
4.. Requires three-fourths (38) of the States to approve a proposal before it becomes an Amendment to the Constitution;
5.. Properly ratified Amendments become part of the Constitution; 
6.. Forbids any Amendment to Article 1, section 9, Clauses 1 and 4, prior to 1808;
7.. Forbids any Amendment that would deprive any State of an equal number of votes in the Senate.

Article VI

Clause 1. All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this constitution, as under the confederation.
* the confederation was the Articles of Confederation; the agreement between the States at the time this was written. 

1.. This clause transferred the debts and agreements of the previous confederation to the United States. 

Clause 2. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.
* pursuance (a carrying out or putting into effect) 
* thereof (from that cause or origin) 
* supreme (greatest in power, and authority) 

1.. Provides that this Constitution, the laws passed by Congress (that Congress is granted, within this Constitution, the power to make) and all treaties (authorized by the Constitution and constitutional laws) to the United States government, become the supreme law of the land;
2.. All State judges are bound by this Constitution, its laws and treaties;
3.. States' Constitutions and laws may not over-ride the U. S. Constitution, its laws and treaties.
4.. NOTE: In 1952, John Foster Dulles, who was a major advocate of international involvement and a founder of the U.N. said: "Under the Constitution, treaties become the supreme law of the land." He added: "Congressional laws are invalid if they do not conform to the Constitution, whereas treaty laws can override the Constitution."
5.. Those in power (who should be referred to as servants) have ever since falsely proclaimed that treaties over-ride the Constitution.
6.. Groliers encyclopedia says: In the United States-- treaties constitute part of the supreme law of the land, taking precedence over all laws and state constitutions. The last portion of that quote is misleading and should read "over all State laws and-".
7.. This Clause uses the words "and all treaties" and does nothing to give supremacy to treaties, above the Constitution and its laws. 

Clause 3. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.
* several (individual) 
* be bound (placed under legal obligation) 
* support (keep from weakening or failing) 
* religious (having or showing belief in and reverence for God or a deity) 

1.. Requires all elected and appointed representatives and officers within the United States government and within the States' governments to uphold the Constitution;
2.. Forbids the U. S. government from requiring any religious test as a prerequisite to hold office.

Article VII

Clause 1. The ratification of the Constitution by nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.
* ratification (approval and formal sanction to; confirmation) 

1.. NOTE: By June, 1788, less than a year from the close of the convention, New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify the Constitution.
2.. It wasn't until May, 1790 when Congress threatened to regard Rhode Island as a foreign nation and to impose duties on her exports to other states, that Rhode Island reluctantly became the last of the thirteen states to ratify.
3.. Force of threat during the very first U.S. Congress should have been a clue as to how easily power is usurped among any people.

Amendments 

BILL OF RIGHTS 

(Ratified, December 15, 1791) 

ARTICLES IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Preamble

The conventions of a number of States having at the time of their adopting the constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the government will best insure the beneficent ends of its institution.
* conventions (meetings of members, representatives, or delegates) 
* misconstruction (mistake the meaning of; misinterpret) 
* abuse (improper use; misuse) 
* of its powers (the Constitution's) 
* further (additional) 
* declaratory (to make known formally or officially) 
* restrictive (limiting) 
* extending (enlarge the area, scope, or range of) 
* ground (basis for; justification) 
* beneficent (resulting in benefit) 
* institution (to set in operation; initiate; begin.) 

1.. This preamble to the Bill of rights is often overlooked. It is vitally important.
2.. Although the body of the Constitution is very clear as to it intent, a number of States were afraid that a centralized government would usurp the limited powers that were being granted by the Constitution.
3.. The framers of the Constitution could see no need, and in fact some harm, from adding a bill of rights. The Constitution is a document that allows or grants specified powers to the central government, and restricts certain specified actions by the States, nothing more.
4.. Alexander Hamilton argued: "For why declare that a thing should not be done for which there is no power to do", and added that such enumeration of rights "would furnish to men disposed to usurp, a plausible pretense for claiming that power." This was a discerning man!
5.. The preamble uses the words "further declaratory and restrictive clauses". The Constitution declares what powers the U.S. government has, and restricts that government to those powers.
6.. The Bill of Rights adds further declarations of the limits to what the U.S., and in most cases the State governments can do. It does not grant rights to the people. It protects those rights that the people and the individual States possess. [I am not sure “protects” is the correct word here, maybe “forbids government any jurisdiction” is a better term. (AH)]

Article of Amendment #1

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievance.
* respecting (concerning) 
* free (unrestricted) 
* exercise (practice; performing a customary action) 
* abridging (reducing; curtailing) 
* speech (something spoken; an utterance; vocal communication; conversation) 
* press (those who collect and publish or, broadcast news; journalism in general; the entirety of media and agencies that transmit the news) 
* assemble (gather together; congregate) 
* petition (request) 
* redress (correction or reformation) 
* grievances (complaints) 

1.. This amendment is specifically aimed at the U.S. Congress, who has the soul power of legislation. It does not forbid States from making laws on the matters that follow; it says Congress shall make no law--- [I disagree somewhat, by the Oath of Office State Officials are bound to not enact legislation repugnant, or contrary, to this Constitution. Any religious law must  infringe on a non-religious citizen’s Right of freedom of religion and therefore must be repugnant to the Constitution. (AH)]
2.. Forbids Congress from interfering in any religious practice, and from giving preferences to one religion over another; [forbids States too by the Oath of Office. (AH)]
3.. Forbids Congress from interfering with the right possessed by the people to worship as they please;
4.. Forbids Congress (not the individual States) from making laws that prohibit or reduce the right possessed by the people to speak their minds. [Forbids States too (AH)]
5.. Speech does not mean to burn flags, hold lewd parades, or to display or disseminate, into the public arena, vulgarities. Speech is the spoken word, for which common law has always held one liable to damages done as a result of false witness, or from inciting (provoking) physical harm to others;
6.. Forbids Congress from making laws that prohibit or restrict the press (news agencies) from telling the truth; 
7.. Does not give the press free reign to publish lies; does not give perverts the right to print vulgarities, much less, to disseminate lewd photos, paintings, etc into the public arena; 
8.. Forbids Congress (not the individual States) from making laws that prohibit or restrict people from peaceably assembling (getting together, for peaceful purposes); 
9.. Forbids Congress from making laws that prohibit or restrict the people and individual States from requesting corrections or changes in the way the U.S. government is doing a thing. 
[To say States are forbidden where only Congress is mentioned implies States must be mentioned to be forbidden or Congress is not forbidden where not mentioned. It was the States that insisted on adding the Bill of Rights to the Constitution and at that time, 1791, many, if not all, States had religious laws on the books. But, those laws were outlawed by Article VI, last paragraph, if not by Amendment I. Constitutionally citizens have complete freedom of and or from all U.S. government’s legislation regarding religion. (AH)]

Article of Amendment #2

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.
* regulated (subject to regulation of superior authority) 
* Militia (army composed of ordinary citizens rather than professional soldiers) 
* security (freedom from risk or danger; safety) 
* right (just or legal claim or title) 
* people (the mass of ordinary persons; the populace) 
* keep (retain possession of) 
* bear (carry on one's person; convey) 
* Arms (weapons, especially firearms) 
* infringed (transgressed; violated; defeated; invalidated; encroached upon) 

1.. Forbids both the United States government and any State or local government from making any laws that will restrict or violate the right the people already possess: to have and to carry firearms.
2.. All possible members of the citizens' militia (by U.S. law, all able body males between the ages of 18 and 45) are intended to have firearms according to Article 1, Section 8, clauses 15 and 16.
3.. Webster's New World dictionary says the militia is all able-bodied male citizens between 18 and 45 years old who are not already members of the regular armed forces: the National Guard and Reserve Corps constitute the organized militia ; all others, the unorganized militia.
4.. NOTE: All historical writing by the founders of this Constitution, and those who fought for freedom from British rule, express the greatest fear of the disarmament of the common people.
5.. James Madison, in an attempt to dispel the fear of the federal government encroaching upon the authority of the States, described the largest possible United States army at the time as "no more that 25 or 30 thousand men", while the States would have militia "amounting to nearly half a million of citizens with arms." (at least 16 to 1 in favor of the citizens!) and went on to use the words: "Besides the advantage of being armed, which the Americans possess over the people of almost every other nation--", and that several kingdoms of Europe "are afraid to trust the people with arms." The Federalist Papers #46
6.. In the Declaration of Independence one of the complaints against King George was: "He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to the Civil power." Taking from or reducing the quality of arms held by civilians renders the military as the supreme (armed) authority!

Article of Amendment #3

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner prescribed by law.
* quartered (furnished with housing) 
* but (except [in time of war]) 
* law (legislated by Congress) 

Article of Amendment #4

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.
* right (just or legal claim or title) 
* people (the mass of ordinary persons; the populace) 
* be secure (free from fear, care, doubt, or anxiety; not worried, troubled, or apprehensive) 
* persons (living bodies of human beings) 
* houses (places of residence) 
* papers (collection of letters, diaries, and other writings, especially by one person. Commercial documents that represent value and can be transferred from owner to owner; negotiable instruments considered as a group.) 
* effects (movable belongings; goods) 
* unreasonable (not governed by reason) 
* seizures (taken into custody; capture) 
* violated (desecrated or defiled) 
* Warrants (judicial writs authorizing an officer to make a search, a seizure, or an arrest or to execute a judgment) 
* issue (go or come out) 
* probable (likely to happen or to be true) 
* cause (reason, ground for legal action) 
* particularly (with particular reference or emphasis) 

1.. The word definitions fully explain the intent of this amendment.
2.. Note: "John Doe" warrants and "Dynamic Entry" policies of federal, State, or local police agencies violate this Article of Amendment, as do seatbelt and sobriety checkpoints.

Article of Amendment #5

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.
* person (living human being) 
* capital (punishable by death) 
* infamous (punishable by severe measures, such as long imprisonment, or loss of civil rights) 
* indictment (formal accusation) 
* land or naval forces (military) 
* Militia (see Article of Amendment #2) 
* actual (existing and not merely potential or possible) 
* jeopardy (peril or danger) 
* limb (freedom of movement) 
* compelled (forced) 
* liberty (free from restriction or control) 
* just (properly due or merited) 
* compensation (payment or reparation) 

1.. Definitions, carefully read, explain this amendment in detail.
[Jurors (Citizen Jury), not government, its Courts and Judges, are obligated to dispense justice. Jurors are obligated to judge, not sin and sinners, but crime and criminals as well as the constitutionality and justice of the application of legislation of the case (AH)]

Article of Amendment #6

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.
* impartial (not biased; unprejudiced) 
* wherein (in which location) 
* compulsory (obligatory; required) 
* process (serve with a summons or writ) 
* Counsel (advice or guidance) 

1.. Requires quick and public trials for criminal prosecutions.
2.. Forbids long jail time without a trial, and forbids holding trials in secret.
3.. Repeats Article III Section 2, Clause 3 requirement that trials be held where the crime was committed;
4.. Requires the accused to have the opportunity to call witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of an attorney or knowledgeable help.

Article of Amendment #7

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.
* suits (court proceedings) 
* common law (laws based on customs and usages rather than on codified written laws) 
* preserved (maintained) 

1.. Groliers Encyclopedia says: Unlike civil law, common law was not embodied in a text or code: it evolved case after case through court decisions; the common-law judge did not consult an official text before rendering his judgment but drew instead upon precedents established by other court decisions.
2.. This Clause appears to apply to cases for which no exact code of law exists.

Article of Amendment #8

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
* Excessive (exceeding what is normal or sufficient) 
* cruel and unusual (inflict excessive pain or suffering in an unusual, uncommon, or extraordinary fashion) 

1.. Requires reasonable bail and fines, and reasonable punishments for all crimes.

Article of Amendment #9

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.
* enumeration (count off or name one by one; list) 
* certain (some) 
* construed (interpreted) 
* deny (reject) 
* disparage (reduce in esteem or rank) 
* others (the remaining ones) 
* retained (kept or maintained possession of) 

1.. Declares that the people's rights listed in this Bill of Rights are not the only rights, nor the first, nor the most important rights;
2.. That the people retain, or keep for themselves, rights they already possessed, whether they are listed or not listed.

Article of Amendment #10

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
* delegated (given; granted) 
* reserved (kept back or set aside) 
* respectively (individually) 

1.. Demands that any power not given to the central or federal government, within this Constitution, and any power not expressly prohibited to the State governments by this Constitution are kept back, or set aside (permanently) to the States or to the people.
2.. There is no constitutional mandate as to which powers belong to the individuals and which to the State, (except those declared within the Constitution, including this Bill of Rights) because this document does not pretend to declare the States or the people to be under its jurisdiction, except in the specified matters listed within this Constitution.
3.. NOTE: Remember, the people are granting rights (powers) to a governing body with this Constitution. The governing body does not yet exist, and so is incapable of granting rights.
4.. The first 8 Articles of Amendment attempt to preserve specific rights of the people. The last two Articles of Amendment attempt to clarify the fact that these are not rights that ever belonged to the (any) United States government, and therefore are not under that government's jurisdiction. Got It?

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT

By now we should know how to study the Constitution. If not, I'm afraid there is no help for us. 

There is some controversy surrounding the ratification of several of these 'additional articles of amendment,' including the income tax Amendment; that it/they were never actually ratified by the requisite number of States. Other Amendments leave one wondering how three fourths of the State’s Legislatures were convinced to actually change, in such an unfortunate manner, what our founders crafted. 

Many of the additional Amendments invade the State's rights to self governance. These violate the intent and spirit of the Constitution, in that they are not regulations or limits on governments, but directly concern the rights of the people. The Constitution was not intended to grant rights, ie: who can or can not vote. A right granted is a right that can be revoked! 

Until repealed, (by Amendment or Supreme Court (SC) decision) they remain, nonetheless, the law of the land. [Not correct – anything repugnant to the Constitution is no law at all – Supreme Court decision in Marbury v Madison, and the SC cannot “repeal” anything. An Amendment can be repealed only by three fourths of the State’s Legislatures. Until repealed, or nullified by a Juror, Citizens will continue to suffer under unconstitutional “legislation” that Jurors do not nullify from the Jury Box and will suffer under unconstitutional Amendments until they are repealed by an Amendment. Jurors need not vote to convict on anything they feel unjust, either unjust legislation and or the unjust application of it, and or anything else they feel unconstitutional, including Amendments. Supreme Court decisions are completely irrelevant (meaningless) to the Constitution and Citizens when exercising their duty in Citizenship as when Voting for Candidates for public office and serving on Juries. (AH)]

Listed are the names and terms of the Presidents in office at the time of ratification. However, these bills may have originated during the term of the previous president. Presidential terms began in March until amendment #20 was ratified in 1933.

Article of Amendment #11
(Ratified Feb. 7, 1795)
George Washington 1789-1797

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State. 

1.. Amends Article 3, Section 2, Clause 1; that the United States courts do not have jurisdiction over suits the citizens of one State may bring against any other State.
2.. Article 3 states that the judicial power of the federal courts shall include-- between a State and Citizens of another State.

Amendment #12
(Ratified July 27, 1804)
Thomas Jefferson 1801-1809

The Electors shall meet in their respective States and vote by ballot for President and Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which list they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate,--The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;--The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation for each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President.--The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

1.. Amends Article II, Section 1.

Amendment #13
(Ratified Dec. 6, 1865)
Abraham Lincoln 1861-1865

Section 1. Neither Slavery, nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

1.. Eliminates slavery in all States, and in all places not yet admitted to the Union, but under U.S. jurisdiction.
2.. Jury duty, enforced by threat of fine or imprisonment, is involuntary servitude. [(Is not every Shop Owner, Business, and Manufacturer under involuntary servitude being forced to be a government agent, Tax Collector? (AH)]

Amendment #14
(Ratified July 9, 1868)
Andrew Johnson 1865-1869

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are Citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the law. 

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial offices of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any male inhabitants of such States, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss of emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 

1.. Section 1 gave the freed Slaves the same Citizenship guarantees that all other citizens enjoy.
2.. Section 2 amended Article I, Section 2. Clause 3: counting the freed slaves as whole people, rather than as "three fifths" of a person, for purposes of the census.
3.. Section 3 barred those who have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or who had given aid or comfort to the enemies from elected office, civil office, or military office. (This was aimed at punishing the leaders of the rebellion in the civil war.) Congress was given the power to over-ride this section, by a vote of two thirds of both houses. (One would suppose, in order to reward those who may have been working for the North, in secret, or who might offer additional evidence of full support of the Union.)
4.. Section 4 barred the rebellious States from requiring the United States to pay any costs they acquired due to the civil war, while validating all debts incurred by the North, further punishing the South. [(Section 1 of Amendment XIV did not change a thing in the body of the Constitution; read Article I, Section 2, Clause 17. (AH))]

Amendment #15
(Ratified Feb. 3, 1870)
Ulysses S.Grant 1869-1877

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
1.. Amends Article I, Section 2, and Article II Section 1. However, this Constitution does not list any requirements for voting rights. This was apparently left for each State to decide.
2.. For example, some States allowed only property owners to vote. With the end of slavery, blacks would now be allowed to own property, thus the necessity (?) of baring States from excluding those freed men from voting.

Amendment #16
(Ratified Feb 3, 1913)
William Howard Taft 1909-1913

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on income, from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration.

1.. Amended Article I, Section 9, Clause 4.
2.. However, there is some discussion, concerning the possible fraudulent verification of the number of States having voted to ratify this amendment. [(If not on the face of Amendment XVI at least by the use of the tax code under it renders Amendment XVI unconstitutional. (AH)]

Amendment #17
(Ratified April 8, 1913)
Woodrow Wilson 1913-1921

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualification requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. 

1.. Amended Article I, Section 3, Clause 1.
2.. The Senate was intended to be composed of representatives of the State governments, and the House of Representatives to be composed of the representatives of the people.
3.. With passage of this amendment, (having Senators chosen by the people, rather than by the State legislatures) the duly elected State governments lost their voice in the central, U.S. government. [(Yes, it is a usurpation of power and unconstitutionally changed the body of the Constitution. (AH)]

Amendment #18
(Ratified January 16, 1919)
Woodrow Wilson 1913-1921

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquor within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. 

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the congress. 

1.. Section 1. established the prohibition of intoxicating liquors, including: manufacture, sale, transportation, importation and exportation.
2.. Section 2. granted equal power to Congress and to the States to enforce the article of amendment.
3.. **Repealed by amendment 21, in 1933.

Amendment #19
(Ratified Aug. 26, 1920) v Woodrow Wilson 1913-1921

The right of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

1.. Amends Article I, Section 2, and Article II Section 1.
2.. However, this Constitution does not list any requirements for voting rights. This was apparently left for each State to decide. For example, some States allowed only males to vote.
3.. This article required States to allow women an equal voice in the elections process, while denying to Congress the power to change (abridge) this amendment by legislation.

Amendment #20
(Ratified January 23, 1933)
Herbert Hoover 1929-1933

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. 

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified. 

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. 

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of this article. 

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its submission. 

1.. Amends Article II Section 1.
2.. Allows the President to appoint a successor to a vice-president who has left office, for any reason.

Amendment #21
(Ratified Dec. 5, 1933)
Franklin Roosevelt 1933-1945

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the constitution of the United States is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. The transportation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the congress. 

1.. Repeals the 18th amendment; the article of prohibition of intoxicating liquor.
2.. Section 2. leaves to the States the power to make laws regulating these substances.

Amendment #22
(Ratified Feb. 27, 1951)
Harry Truman 1945-1953

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of President more than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent such person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of such term. 

Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States by the Congress. 

1.. Amends Article II, Section 1.
2.. Limits the number of terms a president may serve.
3.. Current office holder is not subject to this amendment.

Amendment #23
(Ratified March 29, 1961)
John Kennedy 1961-1963

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
1.. Amends Article II, Section 1.
2.. Grants to Washington, District of Columbia, the right to choose electors for Presidential election.
3.. NOTE: No amendment allows other territories to have electors, choosing presidential candidates.

Amendment #24
(Ratified Jan, 1964)
Lyndon Johnson 1963-1969

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
 * poll tax (A poll, or head, tax is a uniform amount levied against each adult person within a jurisdiction. Known throughout history and originally used strictly as revenue producers, poll taxes sometimes have been used to keep certain people from voting. The U.S. poll tax, which a person had to pay in order to vote, was once used to disfranchise poor blacks.) 

1.. Amends Article I, Section 2, and Article II Section 1.
2.. However, this Constitution does not list any requirements for voting rights. This was apparently left for each State to decide. For example, some states denied the poor the right to vote, as per definition above.
3.. This was a major step in moving toward a "democracy". When all persons, regardless of responsibilities, are allowed to vote on issues that will enrich themselves, (government employees and welfare recipients) the emphasis on the "general welfare" of the union of States is replaced by the "personal welfare" of the individual. This is not a power granted to the United States.
4.. The inclusion of the words: or other tax; disallowed States to institute another tax, by any name, that would serve the same purpose.

Amendment #25
(Ratified Feb. 10, 1967)
Lyndon Johnson 1963-1969

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President. 

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress. 

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President. 

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principle officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting Vice President. Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives he written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office. 

1.. Amends Article II, Section 1.
Amendment #26
(Ratified June 30, 1971)
Richard Nixon 1969-1974

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are 18 years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

1.. Amends Article I, Section 2, and Article II Section 1.
2.. However, this Constitution does not list any requirements for voting rights. This was apparently left for each State to decide. For example, some States limited the right to vote, to those 21 or over. 
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Citizens have only three “powers” available to use to force government Officials to honor their Oath of Office and obey the Law that rules U.S. governments, the Constitution. Those “powers” are: the Ballot Box, the Jury Box, and the Cartridge Box. Citizens have no other “powers” available to use to “force” government Officials to honor their Oath of Office and obey the Law of the Constitution. 

The purpose of the political Ballot Box is to elect a citizen to public office and the constitutional requirement of that public position of the office holder is to honor the Oath of Office. No one in America, the Republic, can be correctly seated in any public office without taking that Oath of Office as defined in Article VI, last paragraph. Therefore, no citizen can correctly vote for any candidate for any public office for any other reason. A vote cast for any reason other than the candidate will honor the Oath of Office is a wasted vote in preserving the Republic and Liberty (Citizen’s Freedom from government abuse). Citizens, not government, are obligated to protect themselves, family, and property as well as their neighbor and family and property.

The purpose of the Jury Box is for citizen jurors to dispense justice by judging the constitutionality and just application of the “legislation”, as well as the facts of, the case being tried (heard). Citizens, not government, are obligated to protect each other. 

The purpose of the Cartridge Box is for a citizen Militia to protect their community from rebellion, invasion, crime, or aggression (terrorism), domestic or foreign. Citizens, not government, are obligated to protect each other.

Citizens’ duty in citizenship is simply enforcing the Law of the Constitution on government. In exercising their Duty in Citizenship Citizens can completely disregard (ignore) all Supreme Court decisions and question the constitutionality of all legislation, then act according to the dictates of their own conscience. Supreme Court decisions are not relevant (meaningless) to the meaning of the Constitution and also to Citizens when exercising their Duty of Citizenship. Anything repugnant to the Constitution is null and void and no law at all, Supreme Court (SC) decision in Marbury v Madison ….if anyone cares for SC decisions.

Allan 

Allan Hampton
1804 S Tampa
Russellville, Arkansas 72802
Phone 479-967-8078
Email – ahampton@cox.net

Messengers;
Yahoo - allanhampton2001
MSN - Allan

Quotes:

“The sadist epitaph which can be carved in memory of vanished liberty is that it was lost because its possessors failed to stretch a saving hand while there was time” Ibid.

The two enemies of the people are criminals and government, so let us tie the second down with the chains of the constitution so the second will not become the legalized version of the first. -Thomas Jefferson

Educate and inform the whole mass of the people... They are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty. 
Thomas Jefferson 

Enlighten the people generally, and tyranny and oppressions of body and mind will vanish like evil spirits at the dawn of day. 
Thomas Jefferson

I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them but to inform their discretion. 
Thomas Jefferson 

I predict future happiness for Americans if they can prevent the government from wasting the labors of the people under the pretense of taking care of them. 
Thomas Jefferson 

If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be. 
Thomas Jefferson

It behooves every man who values liberty of conscience for himself, to resist invasions of it in the case of others: or their case may, by change of circumstances, become his own. 
Thomas Jefferson 

It is more dangerous that even a guilty person should be punished without the forms of law than that he should escape. 
Thomas Jefferson

Liberty is to the collective body, what health is to every individual body. Without health no pleasure can be tasted by man; without liberty, no happiness can be enjoyed by society. 
Thomas Jefferson 

Rightful liberty is unobstructed action according to our will within limits drawn around us by the equal rights of others. I do not add 'within the limits of the law' because law is often but the tyrant's will, and always so when it violates the rights of the individual. 
Thomas Jefferson

The legitimate powers of government extend to such acts only as they are injurious to others. 
Thomas Jefferson 

The spirit of resistance to government is so valuable on certain occasions that I wish it to be always kept alive. 
Thomas Jefferson 

To compel a man to furnish funds for the propagation of ideas he disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical. 
Thomas Jefferson 

To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the propagation of ideas which he disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical. 
Thomas Jefferson

George Washington 
  
A slender acquaintance with the world must convince every man that actions, not words, are the true criterion of the attachment of friends. 
George Washington 

Arbitrary power is most easily established on the ruins of liberty abused to licentiousness.  - George Washington 

As Mankind becomes more liberal, they will be more apt to allow that all those who conduct themselves as worthy members of the community are equally entitled to the protections of civil government. I hope ever to see America among the foremost nations of justice and liberality. - George Washington 

Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation. It is better be alone than in bad company.  - George Washington 

Bad seed is a robbery of the worst kind: for your pocket-book not only suffers by it, but your preparations are lost and a season passes away unimproved. 
George Washington 

Be courteous to all, but intimate with few, and let those few be well tried before you give them your confidence. - George Washington 

Discipline is the soul of an army. It makes small numbers formidable; procures success to the weak, and esteem to all. - George Washington 

Few men have virtue to withstand the highest bidder. - George Washington 

Friendship is a plant of slow growth and must undergo and withstand the shocks of adversity before it is entitled to the appellation. - George Washington 

Government is not reason; it is not eloquent; it is force. Like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master. - George Washington 

Happiness and moral duty are inseparably connected. - George Washington 

How soon we forget history... Government is not reason. Government is not eloquence. It is force. And, like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master. 
George Washington 

I have no other view than to promote the public good, and am unambitious of honors not founded in the approbation of my Country. - George Washington 

I hope I shall possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain what I consider the most enviable of all titles, the character of an honest man. 
George Washington 

I know of no pursuit in which more real and important services can be rendered to any country than by improving its agriculture, its breed of useful animals, and other branches of a husbandman's cares. - George Washington 

I walk on untrodden ground. There is scarcely any part of my conduct which may not hereafter be drawn into precedent. - George Washington 

If the freedom of speech is taken away then dumb and silent we may be led, like sheep to the slaughter. - George Washington 

If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel it; if we desire to secure peace, one of the most powerful instruments of our rising prosperity, it must be known, that we are at all times ready for War. - George Washington 

It is far better to be alone, than to be in bad company. - George Washington 

It is our true policy to steer clear of entangling alliances with any portion of the foreign world. - George Washington 

It is the child of avarice, the brother of iniquity, and the father of mischief. - George Washington 

It may be laid down as a primary position, and the basis of our system, that every Citizen who enjoys the protection of a Free Government, owes not only a proportion of his property, but even of his personal services to the defense of it. - George Washington 

It will be found an unjust and unwise jealousy to deprive a man of his natural liberty upon the supposition he may abuse it. - George Washington 

Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire, called conscience. - George Washington 

Lenience will operate with greater force, in some instances than rigor. It is therefore my first wish to have all of my conduct distinguished by it. 
George Washington 

Let us raise a standard to which the wise and honest can repair; the rest is in the hands of God. - George Washington 

Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. - George Washington 

Let your Discourse with Men of Business be Short and Comprehensive. - George Washington 

Let your heart feel for the afflictions and distress of everyone, and let your hand give in proportion to your purse. - George Washington 

Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth. - George Washington 

Mankind, when left to themselves, are unfit for their own government. - George Washington 

My manner of living is plain and I do not mean to be put out of it. A glass of wine and a bit of mutton are always ready. - George Washington 

My observation is that whenever one person is found adequate to the discharge of a duty... it is worse executed by two persons, and scarcely done at all if three or more are employed therein. - George Washington 

Observe good faith and justice toward all nations. Cultivate peace and harmony with all. - George Washington 

Over grown military establishments are under any form of government inauspicious to liberty, and are to be regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty. - George Washington 

The constitution vests the power of declaring war in Congress; therefore no offensive expedition of importance can be undertaken until after they shall have deliberated upon the subject and authorized such a measure. - George Washington 

The foolish and wicked practice of profane cursing and swearing is a vice so mean and low that every person of sense and character detests and despises it. - George Washington 

The time is near at hand which must determine whether Americans are to be free men or slaves. - George Washington 

The tumultuous populace of large cities are ever to be dreaded. Their indiscriminate violence prostrates for the time all public authority, and its consequences are sometimes extensive and terrible. - George Washington 

The very atmosphere of firearms anywhere and everywhere restrains evil interference - they deserve a place of honor with all that's good. - George Washington 

To be prepared for war is one of the most effective means of preserving peace. - George Washington 

True friendship is a plant of slow growth, and must undergo and withstand the shocks of adversity, before it is entitled to the appellation. - George Washington 

We should not look back unless it is to derive useful lessons from past errors, and for the purpose of profiting by dearly bought experience. - George Washington 

When firearms go, all goes. We need them every hour. - George Washington 

When we assumed the Soldier, we did not lay aside the Citizen. - George Washington 

